
Earned Income Tax Credit & Child Tax Credit 2020 

 

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT (EITC) 

To qualify for the EITC, you must have earned income and your total income must be lower than certain amounts.  Total 

income allowed is based on the number of children and your filing status. 

For the EITC, a child must be the taxpayer’s son, daughter, foster child, sibling, half sibling, step sibling, or a descendent 

of any of them (such as grandchild, niece or nephew).  In addition, the child must be: 

1. Under the age 19 at the end of 2020 and younger than the taxpayer (or spouse, if filing jointly) 

2. Or under the age of 24 at the end of 2020, a student, and younger than the taxpayer (or spouse, if filing jointly) 

3. Or totally and permanently disabled at any time during 2020, regardless of age. 

Also, the child must have lived with the taxpayer in the United States for more than six months during 2020.  For some 

places, there are exceptions.  Lastly, the child cannot file a joint return for 2020 unless it is only to get a refund. 

If the dependent child provides their own support, but meets the above requirements, they can be used for EITC. 

If the parent(s) can claim the child, but doesn’t, nobody else can claim the child unless their income is higher than the 

parent(s) income. 

If a child qualifies for more than one person, there are separate rules, such as tie breaker rules.  The tie breaker rules are 

as follows: 

Parent vs Parent   Either parent can claim   

Parent vs Nonparent   Parent 

Parent not claiming   Nonparent if AGI is higher than parent 

Nonparent vs Nonparent  Taxpayer with highest AGI 

If both parents claim the child, the child, the child can only be claimed by the parent whom the child stayed the most 

nights with during the year.  If the nights are equal, the one with the highest AGI can claim the child. 

Taxpayers (25 years old to 65 years old) without a qualifying child may qualify for the EITC if their earned income is below 

$15,820 and they meet other requirements. 

Taxpayers investment income cannot exceed $3,600. 

If the IRS denies all or part of the credit, the taxpayer must pay back the extra money, may need to file additional forms in 

the future, and may be banned from getting the EITC for up to ten years. 

CHILD TAX CREDIT (CTC) AND ADDITIONAL CHILD TAX CREDIT (ACTC) 

A taxpayer may qualify for a $2,000 credit for each child. 

In addition to the relationship test and residency test for EITC, the child must be under the age of 17 on December 

31,2020.  Also, you must have the child as a dependent on your return, the child cannot support themselves, and they 

must be a United States citizen. 

When the CTC is used to pay taxes due, it is termed the ACTC.  If there is money left over, it is refunded.  There are limits 

on both the amounts based on taxpayer income. 

CREDIT FOR OTHER DEPENDENTS (ODC) 

Dependents who can’t be claimed for the Child Tax Credit or the Credit for Other Dependents may still qualify you for the 

Credit for Other Dependents.  This is a non-refundable tax credit of up to $500 per qualifying person.  The qualifying 

dependent must be a U.S. citizen, U.S. national, or a U.S. resident alien. 

I have read this document. 

Signature __________________________________________________   Date _________________________________ 



1. Enter children’s name(s) 

_________________________________________________________ 

2. Are you claiming an adopted or foster child that lived with you all of the tax year with 

placement authorization? Circle One.                                                     Yes       No 

3. Are you claiming a parent or other person? Circle One.        Yes       No 

3a. Their income is from _______________________ 

Amount of their income ________________________ 

Lived in home for all of tax year? Circle One.                             Yes      No 

4.  Are you claiming a Niece, Nephew, Brother, Sister or Grandchild that lived with you for more 

than six months in the tax year? Circle One.                               Yes      No 

4a. Why are their parents not claiming them? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4b. How are you related? (check those that apply): 

  Brother or Sister with at least one common parent ___ Brother or Sister’s child ___ Son or   

  Daughter’s child ___ 

5.   Claiming your own child that lived with you for more than six months in the tax year?  

  Circle One.                                                                                        Yes      No 

6. If too young for school, do the Doctor’s records show the same address as yours?   

   Circle One.                                                                                       Yes      No       N/A 

  Dr. Name  ___________________________________________ 

  If in school, does school record show the same address as yours?   

  Circle One.           Yes   No   N/A 

   School Name __________________________________________ 

  If too old for school: 

     Does ID show same address as yours? Circle One.                Yes   No   N/A 

     Income under $4,200?  Circle One.                                                          Yes   No   N/A 

     Disabled with SSI income?  Circle One.                                                   Yes   No   N/A 

     Disabled without SSI, but Dr. letter?  Circle One.                                     Yes   No   N/A 

    

7. College expenses for anyone? Circle One.                                                   Yes   No 

8. Were you ever denied EITC, CTC, ODC, or Higher Education Credits in previous years? 

        Circle One.                                                                                                  Yes   No 

9. Have you given permission to anyone else to claim your dependent?  

Circle One.                                                                                                    Yes   No 

10. Have you disclosed all income and all expenses?  Circle One.                    Yes   No    N/A   

11. If Head of Household filing status:                                                                                                    

N/A 

Location of other parent _______________________________________________________ 

Income received from other parent ___________________________ 

Can the other parent claim the child? Circle One.                                            Yes   No   N/A 

       I have answered these questions honestly and completely to the best of my knowledge.      

   Yes   No 

 

Signature ________________________________________________         Date _______________                                                        



 

 

 

 


